The committee gathered names of scholars who might be interested in form ing such a group, and Lowell Dyson sent letters inviting them to a meeting held in conjunction with the April 1982 convention of the Organization of American Histo rians. The discussion at the subsequent meeting indicated that there was interest in an organization which would allow scholars interested in some aspect of the history of American Communism to find out what research others were pursuing and which would facilitate exchange of information on sources or answering of research quer ies. The meeting also adopted the name Historians of American Communism and added Max Gordon to the organizing committee (entitled the General Organizing Board).
A second organizational meeting was held in conjunction with the December 1982 convention of the American Historical Association. At this meeting Hyman Berman reported on the status of research in American History in the People's Republic of China based upon his observations as a lecturer on American labor history at Nankai University in 1981. The meeting also discussed the draft constitu tion and bylaws prepared by the General Organizing Board. A revised constitution and bylaws and a set of officers were elected in a mail ballot in March, 1983 . Hyman Berman, professor of history at the University of Minnesota, was elected as the organization's first president.
The Historians of American Communism publish a newsletter (edited by
